AN   ACT  OF   COURAGE
and Russia] require that they deprive the French of this
formidable weapon and appropriate it for use against them.
Thus, it was a question of liberating France and all the
countries under French rule from the despotism which was
crushing them; but not in order to give them back the
Old Regime,
Liberty based on true principles. That is the theory on
which I believe the two powers should act; their conduct, their
language, and their proclamations should consistently be in
accordance therewith. By winning victories on the battle-
field and manifesting our principles of justice, liberty, and
good will, we shall have commanded respect and succeeded in
stimulating a universal and well-merited confidence-----Then
we shall declare to her [France] that we have no grudge against
her, but only against her government, a government as tyran-
nical for France as for Europe.
Liberal constitutions inspired by "wisdom and good
will" were not the only condition for the happiness of
peoples, but they were the only means of "establishing the
future peace of Europe on firm arid durable principles."
In fact, the Emperor adds:
I am certain that this noble aim could not be regarded as
having been attained until, on the one hand, the various na-
tions have acquired an affection for their governments, which
they will if the latter be made capable of functioning only for
the good of their peoples, and, on the other hand, the relations
between the states have been established by more precise laws,
the respect for which would be to the interest of the govern-
ments. Deep thought on the subject, together with centuries of
experiment, are enough to prove that these two results would
be impossible of achievement unless the internal social order
is based on sensible principles 'of liberty which seem to con- v
solidate governments and preserve them from that unbridled
ambition or megalomania which often possesses their leaders,
and unless 'the law of nations which governs the relations of
the European federation is re-established on its true principles.